RESPONSE FOR THE SUNDAY MASS
PSALM
GOSPEL
ACCL.

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good,
for his love has no end
Alleluia, alleluia!
Jesus said: ‘You believe because you can see me.
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’

2nd Sunday of Easter

SUNDAY

Time Date
10am

19

MON

10am 20

TUES

10am

21

WED

10am

22

THURS

10am

23

FRIDAY

10am

24

SAT

10am

25

SUNDAY

10am

26

Intention
People of the Parish and
Angela Margaret Buchan (Anniversary)
Betty Byrne R.I.P. and
Ian Henderson R.I.P.
Eleanor Hutchison R.I.P. and
Liz McCormack R.I.P.
Mary Lannen R.I.P. and
Mike Aitken R.I.P.
Bridie Dunsmore R.I.P. and
Maurice McCarron R.I.P.
Kathleen Morven McCallum R.I.P. and
Special intention
Neil Bailey R.I.P. and Special Intention
People of the Parish and
John Malloy R.I.P.

Please remember in your prayers those who have
died recently; especially Eleanor Hutchison, Brian
Wilson and May Lannen. May they rest in peace.
Please also remember their families and friends at
this extremely difficult time.
We pray for all who are sick, suffering, anxious and
alone at this time. We pray for all NHS staff and all
who deliver care and essential services at this time.

Parish Priest: Father Chris Heenan
Assistant Priest: Father Augustus Duruiheakor
Presbytery Tel: 01383 625611
E-mail: st.margaretdunfermline@gmail.com
Websites: stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk
& holynameoakley.wordpress.com
Pilgrimage Twitter: @St Margaretpilg1
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MASS INTENTIONS

St Margaret’s, Dunfermline
and
Church of the Holy Name, Oakley

 WEEK 3

Dear Friends,

Whenever I hear today’s first reading I always feel a failure. It all sounds so perfect. This is the
Church as it is meant to be: faithful to prayer and worship, active in the world, making a
difference to those around them, conscious to the needs of other and gladly responding to
those needs. All of this flows from the Breaking of the Bread, the Eucharist. Then I remind myself
that there were also arguments and ambition; fall outs and factions; selfishness and selfpromotion. It always has been and always will be because of the human element in the
Church. We have always to remember that it’s not our Church. It doesn’t belong to us; it
belongs to Jesus. He knows what he is doing.

The image of the Church that we contemplate in the first reading this Sunday is
complemented and completed by the Gospel account of the disciples in a fearful huddle in
the Upper Room. Christ stands in their midst and offers them the gift of His peace and the gift
of the Holy Spirit. These gifts transform and renew the disciples. They are people who are sent
into the world (apostles). Even the doubt of Thomas can’t stifle the presence and power of
the Risen Lord.

We are learning that the Church is a connection of love (with God and one another), not a
building; a lifestyle, not just a weekly activity (the lifestyle flows from the weekly activity) and an
act of service, not just a service to attend.

In the midst of the anxiety and fear, remember that He still stands among us and offers us His
peace and the transforming power of the Spirit and that, while the buildings might be empty,
the Church is still full of people and still responsive to His promptings.
With best wishes and prayers,
Fr Chris & Fr Augustus

Act of Spiritual Communion:

‘My Jesus, I Believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
Although You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You;
never permit me to be separated from You.’

FUNERALS
The loss of a loved one is always a distressing and difficult time. With restrictions placed on
funerals at this time, the distress is increased as many will be unable to attend the funerals of
relatives, friends and neighbours.
Attached to this week’s newsletter is a little service of remembering and thanksgiving that can
be used by those unable to attend the funerals of those we have known and loved. It may
also be helpful to those who, with a bit more time just now, are thinking about lost loved ones.
Please feel free to share.

PRAYERS AT THIS TIME
The Church of England has produced a very useful collection of prayers for this time, including
prayers with children.
A PDF can be downloaded at
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/202004/Prayer%20Book%20Digital%202%20April.pdf

or accessed here:

Prayer Book Digital 2
April_0.pdf

LIVESTREAM
Our Masses are now available via livestream.
This can be accessed through the parish website. Click on the link that says ‘stream’ at the top right hand of
the page and click on the “to access click here” link.

Last Sunday some of the 9a.m Music group were able to provide some music for us to
enhance our celebration. This Sunday we hope that some of our readers will be able to read
for us!

VIRTUAL CHURCH
Since we have been unable to meet in person, some groups have been utilising digital
technology to keep meeting together. We have also had meetings of the Parish Finance
Committee, Fabric Committee with the Architect, Contactors and Quantity Surveyor and with
Mr Gillen, Ms Massaro and Mrs Mitchell from the primary school (even though it’s holiday
time!!).
Thanks to everyone for using their creativity to keep us going.

PARISH FINANCES
Thanks to all of you who have completed standing order forms or set up internet banking donations to
support your parish. If you can do this, it would be greatly appreciated. But please, do not put yourself into
any hardship.
The Bank account details are
• St Margaret’s: sort code: 80 06 55 account number 00720303.
• Holy Name: sort code 83 33 00 account number 00176355.
Some people were kind enough to drop their collection envelopes through the door. Thank you for this but
please follow advice to stay at home as much as possible (you can save them up!).

More importantly we have to think of the vital work done by our Saint Vincent de Paul Society and One
World Group. Before this happened, the SVP were helping around 40 families a week with life’s necessities.
The One World Group support a school Kitchen in Malawi. This work has to continue and, indeed, will
increase. I have decided that we will support their work financially from the parish funds to keep this vital
work going.
Our St Vincent de Paul are working with the Social Work Department to ensure that the vulnerable and
needy are looked after at this time. We have sent £500 from parish funds to support their work and will
continue to do so for as long as needed.
If you are able to make a donation to the S.V.P by internet banking, their bank details are:
Scotland. Sort Code 800655. Account number: 00768139

Bank of

PARISH EMAIL LIST
I have put together an email list that will allow us to keep in touch at this time. I’ll send a weekly update with
the newsletter and some spiritual resources to help keep us going. Please also make use of the parish
website, and pilgrimage facebook and twitter accounts (on front page and below). Don’t be afraid to
phone either!

LOCAL HELP ROUTES

SPECIAL MESSAGES FOR THIS WEEK
• This Sunday’s Gospel imagined during lockdown in a digital age:

• A reflection:

• A different viewpoint:

Some useful online resources:
Parish website: www.stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk
Facebook page:

@stmargaretpilgrimage

please note you do not have to be registered on Facebook to enjoy ‘Father entertains’
Twitter:

@StMargaretpilg1

Archdiocesan website: www.archedinburgh.org
Sacred Space prayer resources: www.sacredspace.ie
www.universalis.com

During this time with public Masses suspended and churches closed, Magnificat is offering free access to the
online version of their monthly booklet. It's a good resource with daily prayers, readings, lives of the saints
and much more. Check it out at: www.magnificat.com/free

St Margaret’s QR code

Keep Singing!!

A wee reflection on the Gospel (tune = O God our help in ages past)
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