3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Parish Priest: Father Chris Heenan
Assistant Priest: Father Isaac Oshomah
Presbytery Tel: 01383 625611
E-mail: st.margaretdunfermline@gmail.com
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Masses also streamed at:
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Third Sunday of Advent (B)

RESPONSE FOR THE SUNDAY MASS AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK
My soul rejoices in my God

PSALM

Alleluia, alleluia!

GOSPEL
ACCLAMATION

The spirit of the Lord has been given to me.
He has sent me to bring good news to the poor.

Day

Time

Date

SAT

5.30pm (SM)

12

9am (SM)
SUNDAY

9.30am (HN)
10am (SM)

13

11am (SM)
MON
TUES
WED
THURS
FRIDAY

10am (SM)
10am (SM)
10am (HN)
10am (SM)
10am (SM)
10am (HN)
10am (SM)

14
15
`16
17
18

10am (SM)
SAT

4pm (SM)

19

5.30pm (SM)
9am (SM)
SUNDAY

9.30am (HN)
10am (SM)
11am (SM)

20

Intention

Kathryn Turner R.I.P.
Hugh Flynn R.I.P.
Kelly Murphy R.I.P.
People of the Parish (online only)
80th Birthday Intention
Isabella McCaffrey R.I.P.
Marguerite Duffy R.I.P.
Mary Bell R.I.P.
Elizabeth & Thomas Hutton (Anniv)
Jack Farmes (Anniversary)
Thanksgiving
Annie & Phil Coll R.I.P.
Jocelyn Bird R.I.P.
Henderson/Devlin Families
Malcolm Lowe R.I.P.
David Macgregor (Anniversary)
Mary Bell R.I.P.
People of the Parish (online only)
Peter & Nancy McGuire (Anniv)

Please remember in your prayers those who have died recently.
We pray for all those who are sick, suffering, anxious and alone and
those who care for us in healthcare and those in essential services.
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DEAR FRIENDS
We’ve missed out on lots this year.
I will particularly miss hundreds of people making comments about the
colour of the Mass vestments this week!
Along with Laetare Sunday, today - Gaudete Sunday - is one of only
two days in the calendar when ROSE coloured vestments may be worn.
Purple has penitential overtones, the softening of the tone signifies the
joy that we feel at the fast-approaching feast of Christmas, the joy that
comes from knowing that God is indeed with us – even in the midst of
the hard and difficult times that come our way in life.
C.S.Lewis speaks of being “surprised by joy”.
As we have lived under varying degrees of restrictions these past
months have you been surprised at where you have found joy in your
lives? Has it been found in being able to spend more time with your
family? In seeking comfort in prayer? In the way in which people you
hardly know have reached out to check that you are OK? In meeting
new people as you take your daily walk? In appreciating the beauty of
our country?

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
(1 Thessalonians 5:16)

With best wishes for the coming week

Fr Chris
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REJOICE ALWAYS BE NOT DISMAYED
Covid19, corona virus, pandemic, vaccine, lockdown, another upsurge; these are
terminologies we will never want to identify with because they have threatened our
corporate existence and obstructed our peace. Many died, many took ill, many were greatly
upset and perturbed, our trusts were betrayed; many were in dismay, Indeed, 2020 is a
year that has witnessed many challenges, everyone great and small was affected. Many
thought the world was coming to an end in 2020 but thank God it is 2020 that is coming to
an end in two weeks time. In truth, Temptation has an end and there is always light at the
end of every tunnel. May we never experience this kind of terrible year again. Amen.
Amidst all these challenges, today's liturgy calls us to rejoice. Rejoice always, pray
constantly, give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will of God for you in Christ Jesus.
(1Thes. 5:16).
The sweet mark of a Christian is not in his faith, not even in his love but in his cheerful
dispositions.The Christian is a cheerful person; he exults in joy because he has discovered
the Lord "who is always in our midst unknown to us"(Jn.1:26) "If you have Jesus, you've got
everything" says St. Theresa. His presence which our sorrows can never outwit, brings us
the fullness of joy. (Cf. Psalm 16:11). He reveals the true meaning of life to the heart that
possesses him so that rich or poor, sick or healthy, in liberty or persecution the Christian is
always a happy person. This was very evident in the life of the Apostle who were filled with
Joy because they were counted worthy to suffer for Christ. (Cf. Act.5:41)
However, we have troubles in the world that obstruct our peace and joy; they come in
different ways. Many of us invite trouble to ourselves via the shady deals we carry out in
words and deeds. We sometimes speak ill of others and we expect ourselves to have
peace? Never! Don't destroy others with your mouth because they may get to know and
you are in for trouble. St. Francis de Sale taught us to be charitable in our speech: "If you
don't have anything good to say about your neighbour keep quiet." If we keep the golden
rule principle; "Do to others what you would like them do to you" we will always have our
peace and be happy.
Hatred from others is another way we experience crisis and loose our peace. Again there
are problem created by the world that take away our peace and joy like the covid19
pandemic. Christ has said it before: "In the world you will have trouble but be of good cheer
because I have conquered the world" (Jn.16:33)
Our earthly cravings sometimes unsettle our minds. A crow once flew in the sky with a
piece of meat in its beak. Twenty other crows set out in hot pursuit and began to attack it
viciously. When the crow finally dropped the meat, the pursuers left the crow alone and flew
off shrieking after the morsel. The lone crow then said: "I have lost the meat but gained this
peaceful sky." Similarly, when we drop "the things" that truncate our peace, joy will return to
us. Mary cause of our Joy, pray for us.
Stay safe,
Remain Blessed,
Happy Sunday to you.

Fr Isaac
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AdventReflection: Week 3
Light a candle (real or battery) and
take a moment of calm to reflect on
this week’s theme of waiting in hope
for His coming.
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Reading from the prophet Isaiah 61
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord has anointed
me. He has sent me to bring good news to the poor, to bind up hearts
that are broken; to proclaim liberty to captives, freedom to those in
prison; to proclaim a year of favour from the Lord.
‘I exult for joy in the Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed
me in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the cloak of
integrity.’
Reflection
Joy is a candle of mystery and laughter, mystery of light that
is born in the dark; laughter at hearing the voice of an angel,
ever so near, casting out fear.
(Richard Leach)

Closing Prayer
O God, who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s
Nativity, enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation
and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.
Hymn
Awake from your slumber! Arise from your sleep!
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.
The people in darkness have seen a great light.
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night.
Refrain
Let us build the city of God.
May our tears be turned into dancing!
For the Lord, our light and our love,
has turned the night into day!
Dan Schutte. Text: based on Isaiah 9; 40:1–9; 1 John 1. Text and music © 1981, OCP. All rights reserved.
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Fr Augustus:
some people have asked for the wee man’s
address to send a Christmas card. It is Fr Augustus
Chideraa Duruiheakor, Collegio San Norberto,
Viale Giotto 27, 1-00153, Roma, Italia.

LIVESTREAMING AND LIVE ACTION
SUNDAY MASSES.
Beginning this Saturday 12th December there will be a 4p.m Vigil Mass
in St Margaret’s in addition to the 5.30p.m Mass. Please phone 625611
to book a space.
CHRISTMAS MASSES.
All the spaces at Mass in St Margaret’s have been taken. The 6pm Vigil
Mass at Holy Name is full. There are still spaces available at the 8pm
Vigil Mass and 10am Christmas Day Mass both in Holy Name. To book a
space please contact Barbara on 07711703927. Tickets will be issued
for all the Masses and can be collected at the Church before or after
scheduled Masses. They can also be collected on Christmas day itself.
 ONLINE/ON PHONE
1. Mass is streamed from St Margaret’s Church on a Sunday at 10a.m.
To access please go to https://stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk/stream/ or at
https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church.
The Sunday Mass is recorded as well.
Weekday Mass is also streamed at 10am from St Margaret’s.
2. St Joseph’s in Clarkston are continuing with their telephone Mass
service. The Number to call to hear Fr Stephen’s Mass is 0141 473
4869.
 PUBLIC WORSHIP
The weekend Mass timetable is as follows:
St
Saturday Mass at 10am, 4pm* and 5.30pm*
Margaret’s
Sunday Mass at 9am* & 11am*
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Holy Name

Sunday Mass at 9.30am*

The doors will open 30 minutes before the start of each service, except
the 11a.m Mass on a Sunday at St Margaret’s when access will not be
possible until 10.45am due to the private livestreaming at 10am.
*Booking for Mass:
As you arrive each Sunday you will be asked if you want to your
booking to roll over for another week. If you do this there is no need to
phone on a Thursday. Only phone if would like to make a new booking.
Please try and phone at the specified hours: Thursday 3-6pm for St
Margaret’s on 625611 and Thursday 3-5pm for Holy Name on
07711703927 (you can text as well)

WEEKDAY MASSES
Holy Name Church, Oakley:

Tuesday & Thursday at 10am
(Do not need to book in advance for these)

The weekday Masses in St Margaret’s will not be open to the public until
building work is complete. They are streamed each day at 10am via
the livestreaming details above.

…ADDITIONAL MASSES
There will be a daily Mass in St Margaret’s during the Christmas Octave
at 12 noon (except Sunday when Mass will be at normal times) and
Mass in Holy Name on Tuesday & Friday (1st Jan) at 10a.m.
Even if you don’t get on Christmas Day, you can still come along during
Christmas week.
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Visit https://archedinburgh.org/childrens-liturgy-at-home-get-ready-for-sunday-27/ for
some great ideas to celebrate and explain this Sunday.
What does Advent mean? It means “coming”. We are preparing for the
birth of the baby Jesus on Christmas Day.
This week is called Gaudete Sunday, this stands for

.

Therefore, the candle that is lit is coloured rose to show the change from
penance and preparation to joy that Jesus is almost here!
What will you do to show love and joy this Christmas?
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POPE FRANCIS ANNOUNCES YEAR OF ST JOSEPH

On the 8th of December, Pope Francis released an apostolic letter ‘Patris
Corde’ or ‘With a Father’s Heart’ marking the 150th anniversary of the
investiture of St Joseph as the Patron of the Universal Church.
Fr Tracey from Burntisland has made a video for the Archdiocesan website
explaining the importance of this letter which can be read in full on vatican.va site.
In the letter, his Holiness says:
Matthew and Luke, the two Evangelists who speak most of Joseph, tell us very
little, yet enough for us to appreciate what sort of father he was, and the mission
entrusted to him by God’s providence. We know that Joseph was a lowly carpenter
(cf. Mt 13:55), betrothed to Mary (cf. Mt 1:18; Lk 1:27). He was a “just man”
(Mt 1:19), ever ready to carry out God’s will as revealed to him in the Law
(cf. Lk 2:22.27.39) and through four dreams (cf. Mt 1:20; 2:13.19.22). After a
long and tiring journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, he beheld the birth of the
Messiah in a stable, since “there was no place for them” elsewhere (cf. Lk 2:7).
He witnessed the adoration of the shepherds (cf. Lk 2:8-20) and the Magi
(cf. Mt 2:1-12), who represented respectively the people of Israel and the pagan
peoples.
Joseph had the courage to become the legal father of Jesus, to whom he gave the
name revealed by the angel: “You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his
people from their sins” (Mt 1:21). As we know, for ancient peoples, to give a name
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to a person or to a thing, as Adam did in the account in the Book of Genesis (cf.
2:19-20), was to establish a relationship.
Prayer:
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man.
Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, and defend us from every evil. Amen.

Children’s
Christmas
Offertory
Collection

With Christmas approaching our thoughts turn to how
we can provide some support for children in need in
our local community. The ongoing pandemic situation
and restrictions means we cannot have our traditional
offertory collection of Christmas gifts on the 3rd Sunday
of Advent.
If you can donate a gift, this weekend is the last to
bring along to any service in St Margaret’s and Holy
Name Churches.
Alternatively, if you would like to donate a gift and are
unable to bring it along please contact Carol
Bebbington, Children’s Liturgy Leader, on 872541 who
will arrange a collection.
All gifts will be stored safely and will be delivered to the
Dunfermline Children and Families Social Work Team
who will distribute them to families most in need in our
community. In previous years these have made a huge
difference to families at Christmas and I thank you in
advance for your generosity.

SVDP
Helpers

Can you spare one day a week in the run up to
Christmas to help the Saint Vincent de Paul Furniture
project at their unit in Dunfermline? You will have to
complete a general volunteer form. If you would like
to
know
more,
please
contact
Moira
at
moirammccrae@gmail.com or call 07939223680

MASS INTENTIONS
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If you would like a Mass celebrated for a particular intention please get
in touch by email, phone or drop a note through the letterbox or, if at a
service, pop into the box for offertory collections.
If you wish a Mass card, write your name and address and one will be
posted.

Church Stall
Christmas Cards, calendars, diaries etc. are available at St Margaret’s

PARISH CHARITIES/GROUPS
ST MARGARET’S 200 CLUB
This was wound up at the start of the pandemic with a view to starting
something new for the whole parish (Dunfermline & Oakley) in the future.
Some people are still paying by standing order into the account and may
wish to cancel them…

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
Our SVP conference has been working hard to meet the needs of those in
difficulty at this time. If you are able to help, the Bank Details are:
Account Name
Sort Code
Account Number

SSVP AEO2044
800655
00768139

A massive Thank You to all who have donated!

ST. MARGARET’S ONE WORLD GROUP
S UPPORTING M ARY’S M EALS, H AITI HELP, EMMS AND PEAS.

The UK Government is matching Mary’s Meals donations until 31st January
which Mary’s Meals is using to fund other sites in Liberia. Our support for
Geveh Fahncee school has again been successful resulting in an increase in
the school roll. That means however that our monthly donation to Mary’s
Meals must now also increase at a time when our normal fundraising is
limited.
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We thank recent donors but if any of you feel able to donate to our work you
can do so to our bank account:

Account Name
Sort Code
Account Number

St Margarets One World Group;
83-33-00
10191867

If you prefer to send a cheque please contact our treasurer Maureen Japp
on 01383 725967 or by email at maureenjapp@hotmail.co.uk

Men’s Group Virtual Meetings via Zoom
On Sunday's at 11am there is a gathering for coffee after Mass and on
Thursday evenings starting at 7:30pm there is a social quiz evening.
These events are open to all parishioners. To find out how to join in,
please email Tom Scott on tom.scott0711@gmail.com.

PARISH FINANCES
Please only donate if you can do so; do not put yourself into any hardship.

WAYS TO DONATE
If you can, please consider Gift Aiding any donation you make.
Forms for this are available online to be completed and handed in to Father
or, if donating via the secure link on the Archdiocese page, remember and
tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box.
1. Contactless
If you wish, you can donate by the contactless machine.
You need only choose the amount you wish to donate and hold your card
against the machine.
2. The old way
We still take hard cash as well! Just put into the plastic box at the back of the
church on your way out after Mass.
3. Standing Order
Standing order forms are available on the parish website or you can set up on
online via your bank.
4. Online ad hoc donations
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If you have internet banking you can use this too. There are two ways:
 using the following bank account details:
for St Margaret’s: sort code: 80 06 55 Account 00720303.
for Holy Name: sort code 83 33 00 Account number 00176355.
 using the link via the Archdiocese (archedinburgh.org) online secure
‘donate’ links:
https://donor.secureoperations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=DUNMA&amount=
https://donor.secureoperations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=OAKLE&amount=

OTHER NEWS ROUND-UP

Sr Anna Marie McGuan RSM helps you cut through the cacophony of
consumerism to ensure prayer is the priority in your prep to celebrate
the birth of Christ. This Zoom event takes place at 7:30pm on Monday
14 December. No registration required - join using this link
bit.ly/BeStillWebinar

PASTORAL LETTER
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The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland has
issued a pastoral letter on the Covid-19
pandemic titled ‘Light Shines in Darkness’.
You can find it on the Covid-19 section
of www.bcos.org.uk

ADVENT HEALING SERVICE
New Dawn Scotland invite you to take part in an Advent Healing
Service, led by Augustinian Friars at Clare Priory in Suffolk. It takes place
on YouTube at 7:30-9:00pm on Friday 18 December. For details
visit www.newdawninscotland.com

DIPLOMA IN CATECHETICS
More people are registering for the Archdiocese’s Diploma in
Catechetics. Lectures take place on a Thursday evening on Zoom, so
you can learn from the comfort and convenience of your home.
To register visit bit.ly/CatecheticsDiploma.
Or for more info (including funding) email: sranna.marie@staned.org.uk

COVID-19
Updates for our Archdiocese can be read at the coronavirus updates
page on www.archedinburgh.org

MARY’S MEALS DOUBLE THE LOVE
Donations made to Mary's Meals between now and 31 January 2021
will be doubled by the UK Government up to £2 million. You can
donate through the Mary's Meals website.

PRO-LIFE ADVENT ROSARY
Join people across the Archdiocese on Zoom to pray for unborn
children, their mothers and all Pro-Life intentions. Begins this Monday at
7:00pm and each following Monday in Advent. To register, search
‘Archdiocese of St Andrews & Edinburgh’ on Eventbrite.
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Stay updated
To receive a monthly update from the Archdiocese straight to your
inbox, subscribe at archedinburgh.org/news-events
(scroll to bottom of page)
or email matthew.meade@staned.org.uk and put ‘subscribe me’ in the
subject bar. The December update can be found
at bit.ly/ArchDecUpdate.

PARISH COVID QUESTIONNAIRE
Thanks to those who have already returned the form. If you plan to
return it please do so by the 16th of December. Many Thanks.
If you have missed it here it is:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ST MARGARET’S AND HOLY NAME ANNUAL REVIEW PLANNING
PLEASE COMPLETE AS MUCH OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONNAIRE AS YOU CAN AND
RETURN TO FR HEENAN BY THE 16TH OF DECEMBER .
Worship and Spirituality
1. Have you been able to access Mass and services virtually? Has this been of
help spiritually?

2. What part, or parts, of attending church have you missed most?

3. How has your connection to your faith been affected by the virus?

16

Hymns reproduced under One License A-730134. All rights reserved.

Third Sunday of Advent (B)

4. Have you accessed prayer and spirituality resources other than Mass?

5. What has the parish done well regarding prayer and worship?

6. What could be improved regarding prayer and worship?

Community and Communication.
1. Have you continued to feel some connection with your parish community?

2. Has your connection been strengthened or weakened? Can you give
reason your answer?

3. Has the weekly newsletter and other communications been of help? Why?
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4. What has the parish done well regarding community and communication?

5. What could be improved regarding community and communication?

The Parish Post- Covid.
1. Have you returned to Mass in the Church? If yes, how have you found the
experience? If not, would you like to comment why?

2. What changes should we make when the pandemic is over? (in any area)

3. Do you think this will strengthen/ weaken our parish community?
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Any other comments.

THIS WILL BE USED TO HELP THE PARISH C OUNCIL PLAN FOR THE “ POST-COVID” ERA!
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