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4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
  

Parish Priest: Father Chris Heenan 

Assistant Priest: Father Isaac Oshomah 

Presbytery Tel: 01383 625611 

E-mail: st.margaretdunfermline@gmail.com 

Websites: stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk 

& holynameoakley.wordpress.com 

Pilgrimage Twitter: @St Margaretpilg1 

Masses also streamed at: 

https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church 

St Margaret’s is a Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St Andrew and Edinburgh,  

a Charity registered in Scotland SC0008540. 

 

VIRTUAL  WEEK 38     

 

 

St Margaret’s, Dunfermline 

and 

Church of the Holy Name, Oakley 
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RESPONSE FOR THE SUNDAY MASS AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

PSALM   I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord 

GOSPEL 

ACCLAMATION 

I am the handmaid of the Lord: let what you have said be done 

to me 
 

 

Day Time Date Intention 

SAT 
4pm (SM) 

19 
Malcolm Lowe R.I.P 

5.30pm (SM) Henderson. Devlin Families. 

SUNDAY 

9am (SM) 

20 

David Macgregor (Anniversary) 

9.30am (HN) Mary Bell R.I.P. 

10am (SM) People of the Parish (online only) 

11am (SM) Peter & Nancy McGuire (Anniv) 

MON 10am (SM) 21 Susan & Bernard Lynch (anniv) 

TUES 
10am (SM) 

22 
Maureen Robertson (anniv) 

10am (HN) Mary Bell R.I.P. 

WED 10am (SM) 23 Sick Person 

THURS 
10am (SM) 

24 
Kitty Wilson (anniv) 

10am (HN) No Morning Mass 

 4pm (SM)  People of the Parish 

 6pm (SM)  Parishioners Intentions 

 6pm (HN)  Ian Henderson R.I.P 

 8pm (SM)  Samuel & Betty Byrne R.I.P 

 8pm (HN)  Mary Bell R.I.P. 

FRIDAY 9am (SM) 25 Special Intention 

 10am (HN)  Bridget, Patrick & Eamon Brolly R.I.P. 

 11am 9SM)  Special intention 

SAT 

10am (SM) 

26 

Special Intention 

4pm (SM) Sick Person 

5.30pm (SM) Special Intetnion 

SUNDAY 

9am (SM) 

27 

Jenny McCormack (Anniv) 

9.30am (HN) Catherine Ainslie & Bridie Dunsmore R.I.P  

10am (SM) People of the Parish (online only) 

11am (SM) Noreen McInerny (anniv) 
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DEAR FRIENDS 

This week the focus of Advent changes.  The first three weeks of the 

season look forward to that time when Christ will come again.  Its only 

from the 17th that we look back and prepare ourselves to celebrate 

the great mystery of the Incarnation at Christmas.  The focus of the 

fourth Sunday is always Our Lady.  Mary, like King David in the first 

reading, is plucked from obscurity and becomes pivotal in the fulfilment 

of God’s plan.  Mary and David have nothing obvious to offer God.  To 

the human eye they are insignificant. David, settled in his own house, 

decides to build a house for God.  God has none of it.  The Lord will 

build a house for David.  We see the fulfilment of that promise as the 

angel reveals to Mary that she is “full of grace” and that her Son will be 

given the “throne of his ancestor David.”  The time between these two 

promises was filled with ups and downs, highs and lows, disasters and 

triumphs, fidelities, and infidelities on a national level for the people of 

Israel as well as for individuals.  Despite the obstacles placed in the way 

by humanity, God is still faithful and still works out his plan of salvation.   

God wants us all to be part of that plan and experience the gift of 

salvation. 

Christmas will be very different for us this year.  We are limited to having 

50 people at a Mass, so some will be unable to attend Mass on 

Christmas Eve/Day this year. If you have not been allocated a place at 

Mass, please do not attempt to attend.  The mystery that we celebrate 

is so immense that the Church gives Christmas an Octave and a 

season.  The Octave lasts until the 1st of January, The Solemnity of Mary, 

Mother of God, and allows us to “ponder in our hearts” the mystery that 

we celebrate.  The season of Christmas last until the Feast of the 

Baptism of the Lord on the 10th of January.  If you were unable to get 

to Mass on Christmas Day why not come along during the Octave?  

There will be Mass St Margaret’s each day at 12 noon (except Sunday 

when Mass will be at normal times).  Mass in Holy Name will be on 

Tuesday 29th and Friday 1st at 10a.m as well as 9.30 on Sunday 27th).  It 

will be necessary to book a place for Mass on 1st January. 

With best wishes for the coming week Fr Chris 
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FATHER ISAAC’S MESSAGE 
JOHN BOWS OUT AS GABRIEL AND MARY TAKE OVER THE STAGE  
 
Since the beginning of Advent the character of John the Baptist has being very 
prominent; the voice sent to prepare the way for the Lord. John gradually bows out 
of the scene of advent. Last week, he humbly confessed, I must decrease, He must 
now increase (Jn. 3:30). When we have contributed our quota, let us leave the stage 
for others to put in their bit. The Archangel Gabriel and the Blessed Virgin Mary are 
taking over the stage before they finally hand over the baton to Jesus, the promised 
son of David who will reign forever and ever.  
In today's first reading David wanted to build a befitting Temple for God. But God 
said no, not in your time. Your own son will build me a Temple. What a very 
disturbing experience. Beloved in Christ we should always be happy and grateful 
each time we come forward to make our offerings to God. Our offerings and 
sacrifices are nothing before God. He can decide to reject them or accept them 
Besides, if I tell you that life is turn by turn you will be arguing with me in your mind. 
Can you not hear what God told David? Not in your time! Just calm down your own 
time will come when you will take over the stage. In Gal. 4:4, St. Paul says: "when 
the time had fully come, God sent his son born of a woman". This point to the fact 
that God has his own time. Don't fast forward the hand of God's time. Of course you 
cannot. While we await our time of manifestation, we need to cooperate with God 
like the Blessed Virgin Mary did. 
There were many virgins waiting to be the mother of the Messiah but Gabriel was 
sent to none of them except the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was humble and pure; full 
of grace and faith and love. 
 
St. Paul reminds us in the second reading that "when the mystery of Jesus Christ, 
hidden for many ages, was finally revealed, God expected human beings to believe 
and obey" (Rom. 16:25-26), and Mary was the first disciple of Christ to believe and 
obey. Mary's faith was humble; her reason for believing is that man is nothing. "I am 
the handmaid of the Lord, let it be done to me according to your word" (Lk.1;38). In 
other words, if you ask me to offer myself to you who am I to argue with you? I, 
myself, my beauty and all my being is nothing before You O Most High. Mary's faith 
suppasses that of men and angels. Her faith was ever active and persevering till the 
end. Her obedience was risk-taking when she said do with me whatever you will 
even if it means death. 
Thank God Mary said "yes" to God. There were, and there are still many people 
whom God wanted to use as servants; as priests or religious or as special lay 
apostolate ministers, and they resisted with all kinds of excuses. Today, we are 
reminded that we, our offerings our beauty and all our belongings are nothing before 
God. They are just for a simple purpose: to execute the will of God in our lives.  
 
Like Mary, if we believe and obey God's word, and if we are truly submissive to 
God's word, we too can conceive Christ spiritually, and make him known in the 
world. 
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A d v e n t R e f l e c t i o n :  W e e k  4  

Light a candle (real or battery) and take 

a moment of calm to reflect on this week’s 

theme of waiting in peace for His coming. 
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FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
 

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House 

of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her, 

‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply 

disturbed by these words and asked herself what this greeting could 

mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you have won 

God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive and bear a son, and you 

must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called Son of the 

Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; 

he will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign will have no 

end.’ 

 

 

Reflection 
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Closing Prayer 
 

Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, you grace into our hearts, that we 

to whom the Incarnation of Christ your Son was made known by the 

message of an Angel, may by his Passion and Cross be brought to the 

glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, on God, for ever and ever. 

 

 
 

 

No wind at the window, no knock on the door; no light from the 

lampstand, no foot on the floor; no dream born of tiredness, no 

ghost raised by fear; just an angel and a woman and a voice in 

her ear. 

 
‘O Mary, O Mary, don’t hide from my face. Be glad that 
you’re favoured and filled with God’s grace. The time for 
redeeming the world has begun; and you are requested to 

mother God’s Son. 
 

‘This child must be born that the kingdom might come: 
salvation for many, destruction for some; both end and 

beginning, both message and sign; both victor and victim, 
both yours and divine.’ 

No payment was promised, no promises made; no wedding was dated, 

no blueprint displayed. Yet Mary, consenting to what none could guess, 

replied with conviction, ‘Tell God I say, “Yes”’. 

John L Bell Text © 1992 Wild Goose Resource Group. The Iona Community. 
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LIVESTREAMING AND LIVE ACTION 

 

SUNDAY MASSES.   

Beginning this Saturday 12th December there will be a 4p.m Vigil Mass 

in St Margaret’s in addition to the 5.30p.m Mass.  Please phone 625611 

to book a space. 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES.   

All the spaces at Mass in St Margaret’s have been taken.  The 6pm Vigil 

Mass at Holy Name is full.  There are still spaces available at the 8pm 

Vigil Mass and 10am Christmas Day Mass both in Holy Name.  To book a 

space please contact Barbara on 07711703927.  Tickets will be issued 

for all the Masses and can be collected at the Church before or after 

scheduled Masses.  They can also be collected on Christmas day itself. 

 

 ONLINE/ON PHONE 

1. Mass is streamed from St Margaret’s Church on a Sunday at 10a.m.  

To access please go to     https://stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk/stream/  or at 

https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church.   

The Sunday Mass is recorded as well.   

Weekday Mass is also streamed at 10am from St Margaret’s. 

2. St Joseph’s in Clarkston are continuing with their telephone Mass 

service. The Number to call to hear Fr Stephen’s Mass is 0141 473 

4869.   

 PUBLIC WORSHIP 

The weekend Mass timetable is as follows: 

St 

Margaret’s 

Saturday Mass at 10am, 4pm* and 5.30pm* 

Sunday Mass at 9am* & 11am* 

Holy Name Sunday Mass at 9.30am* 

 

The doors will open 30 minutes before the start of each service, except 

the 11a.m Mass on a Sunday at St Margaret’s when access will not be 

possible until 10.45am due to the private livestreaming at 10am. 

about:blank
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*Booking for Mass:   

As you arrive each Sunday you will be asked if you want to your 

booking to roll over for another week.   If you do this there is no need to 

phone on a Thursday. Only phone if would like to make a new booking.   

Please try and phone at the specified hours: Thursday 3-6pm for St 

Margaret’s on 625611 and Thursday 3-5pm for Holy Name on 

07711703927 (you can text as well) 

 

…ADDITIONAL MASSES DURING THE CHRISTMAS 

OCTAVE 

Except for Sunday when Masses will be at the normal times, Mass will be 

celebrated in St Margaret’s at 12 noon each day of the Christmas 

Octave.  The Church will be open for people to attend. Mass will be 

celebrated in Holy Name at 10a.m on Tuesday 29th and Friday 1st.   

Booking will only be necessary for Mass on 1st January at St. Margaret’s 

You will be asked if you want to attend on the 1st as you come to Mass 

next weekend.   

If you were unable to manage to secure a place for Christmas Eve/ 

Day please come along to Mass during the Octave. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

‘My Jesus, I Believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

Although You have already come,  

I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; 

never permit me to be separated from You.’ 



Hymns reproduced under One License A-730134. All rights reserved. 

Third Sunday of Advent (B)  

10 

 

 

 

Visit https://archedinburgh.org/childrens-liturgy-at-home-get-ready-for-sunday-27/ for 

some great ideas to celebrate and explain this Sunday.  

What does Advent mean? It means “coming”. We are preparing for the 

birth of the baby Jesus on Christmas Day. 
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Congratulations and best wishes to Rose and Anthony 

who were married in St Margaret’s on Friday and to 

Jennifer and Dan who were married In St Margaret’s 

on Saturday.   

We wish both couples a long and happy life together. 

 

 
 

Children’s Christmas Offertory Collection 

Many thanks for your generosity at this time.  The 

response was overwhelming, and more gifts were 

donated than ever before.  These will be distributed to 

those in greatest need by the local social work 

department. 
 

 

Christmas Greetings:   

Ann McPherson would like to extend warm Christmas 

greeting to all of the parishioners.  In lieu of cards this 

year, Mass will be celebrated for the intentions of all. 

 

SVDP 

Helpers 

 

Can you spare one day a week in the run up to 

Christmas to help the Saint Vincent de Paul Furniture 

project at their unit in Dunfermline?  You will have to 

complete a general volunteer form.  If you would like 

to know more, please contact Moira at 

moirammccrae@gmail.com or call 07939223680 

 

 

St Margaret’s Church Legacy Project.  A newsletter 

outlining recent progress is attached with this week’s newsletter. 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you would like a Mass celebrated for a particular intention please get 

in touch by email, phone or drop a note through the letterbox or, if at a 

service, pop into the box for offertory collections.  

If you wish a Mass card, write your name and address and one will be 

posted. 
 

Church Stall 

Christmas Cards, calendars, diaries etc. are available at St Margaret’s  
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PARISH CHARITIES/GROUPS 

ST MARGARET’S 200 CLUB   

This was wound up at the start of the pandemic with a view to starting 

something new for the whole parish (Dunfermline & Oakley) in the future.  

Some people are still paying by standing order into the account and may 

wish to cancel them… 

 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 

Our SVP conference has been working hard to meet the needs of those in 

difficulty at this time.  If you are able to help, the Bank Details are:  

Account Name SSVP AEO2044 

Sort Code 800655 

Account Number 00768139 

A massive Thank You to all who have donated! 

 

ST. MARGARET’S ONE WORLD GROUP 

SUPPORTING MARY’S MEALS, HAITI HELP, EMMS AND PEAS.  

The UK Government is matching Mary’s Meals donations until 31st January 

which Mary’s Meals is using to fund other sites in Liberia. Our support for 

Geveh Fahncee school has again been successful resulting in an increase in 

the school roll. That means however that our monthly donation to Mary’s 

Meals must now also increase at a time when our normal fundraising is 

limited. 

We thank recent donors but if any of you feel able to donate to our work you 

can do so to our bank account:  

Account Name St Margarets One World Group; 

Sort Code 83-33-00 

Account Number 10191867 
If you prefer to send a cheque please contact our treasurer Maureen Japp 

on 01383 725967 or by email at maureenjapp@hotmail.co.uk  
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Men’s Group Virtual Meetings via Zoom   

On Sunday's at 11am there is a gathering for coffee after Mass and on 

Thursday evenings starting at 7:30pm there is a social quiz evening. 

These events are open to all parishioners. To find out how to join in, 

please email Tom Scott on tom.scott0711@gmail.com.   

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCES 
Please only donate if you can do so; do not put yourself into any hardship.   

WAYS TO DONATE 

If you can, please consider Gift Aiding any donation you make.  

Forms for this are available online to be completed and handed in to Father 

or, if donating via the secure link on the Archdiocese page, remember and 

tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box. 

1. Contactless 

If you wish, you can donate by the contactless machine.   

You need only choose the amount you wish to donate and hold your card 

against the machine. 

2. The old way 

We still take hard cash as well! Just put into the plastic box at the back of the 

church on your way out after Mass. 

3. Standing Order 

Standing order forms are available on the parish website or you can set up on 

online via your bank.   

4. Online ad hoc donations 

If you have internet banking you can use this too. There are two ways: 

 using the following bank account details:  

for St Margaret’s: sort code: 80 06 55 Account 00720303.   

for Holy Name: sort code 83 33 00 Account number 00176355. 

 using the link via the Archdiocese (archedinburgh.org) online secure 

‘donate’ links: 
https://donor.secure-

operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=DUNMA&amount= 

https://donor.secure-

operations.com/detailed/donate?charity_id=1086319&type=2&reference=OAKLE&amount=  

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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OTHER NEWS ROUND-UP 
 

 

BE STILL 

Sr Anna Marie McGuan RSM helps you cut through the cacophony of 

consumerism to ensure prayer is the priority in your preparation to 

celebrate the birth of Christ. This is still available via the link on the 

Archdiocese site. 

 

PASTORAL LETTER 

The Bishops’ Conference of Scotland has 

issued a pastoral letter on the Covid-19 

pandemic titled ‘Light Shines in Darkness’. 

You can find it on the Covid-19 section 

of www.bcos.org.uk 

 
 

 

COVID-19 
Updates for our Archdiocese can be read at the coronavirus updates 
page on www.archedinburgh.org 
 

MARY’S MEALS DOUBLE THE LOVE 

Donations made to Mary's Meals between now and 31 January 2021 

will be doubled by the UK Government up to £2 million. You can 

donate through the Mary's Meals website. 
 

 

Stay updated 
To receive a monthly update from the Archdiocese straight to your 

inbox, subscribe at archedinburgh.org/news-events  

(scroll to bottom of page) 

or email matthew.meade@staned.org.uk and put ‘subscribe me’ in the 

subject bar. The December update can be found 

at bit.ly/ArchDecUpdate. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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REFLECTION 
 

The 7 ‘O’ antiphons address the God who comes in Christ with a 

different biblical title, beginning with the invocation ‘O’. 

Traced back to the 7th century Europe they are: 

O Sapienta O Wisdom 

O Adonai O Lord 

O Radix Jesse O Root of Jesse 

O Clavis David O Key of David 

O Oriens O Dayspring 

O Rex Gentium O King of nations 

O Emmanuel O God-with-us 

 

In reverse order, the latin phrases read Ero Cras which means ‘I will be 

with you tomorrow’ – a fitting message of hope in Advent. 

 

May the peace of God that surpasses all understanding guard 

our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Psalm 79 

God of hosts bring us back; let your face shine on us 

and we shall be saved. 

Shepherd of Israel, hear us, shine forth from your cherubim throne.  

O Lord, rouse up your might, O Lord come to our help. 

May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the man you have 

given your strength, and we shall never forsake you again: give us life 

that we may call upon your name 

 

From ‘I will be with you tomorrow’ – a Ladies Group Advent reflection night 
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