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THIRD SUNDAY  

IN ORDINARY TIME 
 

 

 

 

  

St Margaret’s is a Parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of St Andrew and Edinburgh,  

a Charity registered in Scotland SC0008540. 

 

Parish Priest: Father Chris Heenan 

Assistant Priest: Father Isaac Oshomah 
 

Presbytery Telephone: 01383 625611 

E-mail: st.margaretdunfermline@gmail.com 

Websites: stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk 

& holynameoakley.wordpress.com 

Pilgrimage Twitter: @St Margaretpilg1 

 

Masses also streamed at: 

https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church 

 

 

 

 

 

St Margaret’s, Dunfermline 

and 

Church of the Holy Name, Oakley 

VIRTUAL  WEEK 43    
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RESPONSE FOR THE SUNDAY MASS AND MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
 

 

PSALM   Lord make me know your ways 

GOSPEL 

ACCLAMATION 

The kingdom of God is close at hand;  

believe the Good News 
 

 

Day Time Date Intention 

SUNDAY 10am (SM) 24 People of the Parish  

MON 10am (SM) 25 Jim Norman R.I.P. 

TUES 

10am (SM) 

26 

Sick Person 

12.15pm 

(SM) 
Funeral Mass for Mary O’Dell R.I.P. 

7pm Rosary and Benediction 

WED 10am (SM) 27 Peter McGuire (missing) 

THURS 10am (SM) 28 Frank McAlpine R.I.P. 

FRIDAY 10am (SM) 29 Elizabeth Doherty (Anniversary) 

SAT 10am (SM) 30 Kenneth Gaffney R.I.P. 

SUNDAY 10am (SM) 31 People of the Parish 

 

Please remember in your prayers Mary O’Dell who has died recently.  

Mary’s Funeral Mass will take place at St Margaret’s on Tuesday 26th at 

12.15pm (to which only invited guests may attend up to 20 in line with 

current guidelines) followed by committal at Dunfermline Crematorium.  

May she rest in peace. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

If you would like a Mass celebrated for a particular intention please get in touch by 

email, phone or drop a note through the letterbox or, if at a service, pop into the 

box for offertory collections.  

If you wish a Mass card, write your name and address and one will be posted. 
 

PARISH ZOOM GROUP 
On Sunday's at 11am there is a gathering for coffee after Mass and on Thursday 

evenings starting at 7:30pm there is a social quiz evening. These events are open to 

all parishioners. To find out how to join them please email Tom Scott on 

tom.scott0711@gmail.com.   
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DEAR FRIENDS 

I enjoy listening to Classic FM (unfortunately I haven’t discovered a 

radio station that plays Scottish country dance music continually!).   

It’s great to be able to listen to such beautiful music but so often we are 

listening to small sections of larger works and we can miss out of the full 

impact that the composer intended to make on us.   

Our Sunday readings can be a bit like that.  By necessity we read small 

sections, snippets of larger works, and often we only gain a small insight 

into the message of any particular book of the Bible.  Today is one of 

the Sunday’s where that happens.  The theme shared by the First 

Reading and the Gospel is “call”.  Jonah is called by God, Jesus calls 

Andrew and Peter, James and John.  They all respond quickly and 

wholeheartedly to that call, leaving everything.  The immediate and 

total response that they give can leave those who struggle to respond 

or who find it difficult to figure out what God is calling them to do 

feeling less than adequate and dis-spirited.  In reality, when Jonah was 

first called by God his initial response was to head in the opposite 

direction of Nineveh.  As the gospel unfolds it become clear that the 

disciples don’t really understand what this call entails, eventually, when 

it comes to the crunch, they abandon Jesus. 

For most of us, responding to God’s call is gradual and is marked by 

internal struggle.  The struggle shouldn’t make us feel downhearted.  It is 

an invitation to continued faith in the God continues to keep us going 

by sharing his life with us.  If our response is inadequate, imperfect or 

marked with many struggles we are reminded today that God doesn’t 

abandon us but that he continues to extend his call to us, sustaining us 

with his love and grace. 

  

With best wishes and prayers for the coming week 

Fr Chris 
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ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

‘My Jesus, I Believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

Although You have already come,  

I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You; 

never permit me to be separated from You.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER TO SAINT JOSEPH, PATRON OF THE 

UNIVERSAL CHURCH 
 

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, 

Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

To you God entrusted his only Son; 

in you Mary placed her trust; 

with you Christ became man. 

Blessed Joseph, to us too, 

show yourself a father 

and guide us in the path of life. 

Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage, 

and defend us from every evil. Amen. 

From ‘Patris Corde’ proclamation by His Holiness Pope Francis announcing a Year of St. Joseph. 
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LIVESTREAMING  

 

AS THE PUBLIC CELEBRATION OF MASS HAS BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL MIDDLE OF FEBRUARY 

AT LEAST, OUR LIVESTREAM ACCESS REMAINS AVAILABLE. 
 

For both weekday and weekend Masses at 10am (and now Rosary and 

Benediction on a Tuesday at 7pm), livestream access from St 

Margaret’s (as well as prior recordings) please go to     

https://stmargaretsdunfermline.co.uk/stream/  or at https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-

margarets-rc-church 

In addition, his grace, the Archbishop also holds his Sunday Mass, 

information via the Archdiocesan website. 

St Joseph’s in Clarkston are continuing with their telephone Mass 

service. The Number to call to hear Fr Stephen’s Mass is 0141 473 4869.   

ARCHDIOCESAN EVENT – FAITH IN THE TIME OF CRISIS 

 

about:blank
https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church
https://mcnmedia.tv/camera/st-margarets-rc-church
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Visit https://archedinburgh.org/childrens-liturgy-at-home-get-ready-for-sunday-33/ 

for some great ideas to celebrate and explain this Sunday.  

More resources can be found at https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy and 

at https://www.rpbooks.co.uk/_uploads/www.rpbooks.co.uk/FMfrom3rdOrdinary.pdf for ideas 

over next few weeks for different age groups 

In Sunday's Gospel we hear how Jesus chose people to become his first followers. We 

are reminded that we too are invited to be followers of Jesus. As we gather at home 

today, we thank God for our families, and for the time we spend together in prayer. 

We do this today, knowing that God is with us, helping us always especially when times 

are difficult. 
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PARISH CHARITIES/GROUPS 

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL 

Our SVP conference has been working hard to meet the needs of those in difficulty 

at this time.  If you can help, the Bank Details are:  

Account Name SSVP AEO2044 

Sort Code 800655 

Account Number 00768139 

A massive Thank You to all who have donated! 

ST. MARGARET’S ONE WORLD GROUP 

SUPPORTING MARY’S MEALS, HAITI HELP, EMMS AND PEAS.  

Thanks for generous donations from parishioners with which we have paid £618 to 

Marys Meals for Geveh Fancheh in Liberia School for January and February. There is 

still time to give to the Mary’s Meal Double the Love till 31st January. 

We thank recent donors but if any of you feel able to donate to our work you can 

do so to our bank account: 

Account Name St Margarets One World Group; 

Sort Code 83-33-00 

Account Number 10191867 

If you prefer to send a cheque please contact our treasurer Maureen Japp on 

01383 725967 or by email at maureenjapp17@gmail.com 

 

 

 

PARISH FINANCES 
Please only donate if you can do so; do not put yourself into any hardship.   

If you can, please consider Gift Aiding any donation you make.  

1. Standing Order 

Standing order forms are available on the parish website or you can set up on online 

via your bank.   

2. Online ad hoc donations 

If you have internet banking you can use this too. There are two ways: 

 using the following bank account details:  

for St Margaret’s: sort code: 80 06 55 Account 00720303.   

for Holy Name: sort code 83 33 00 Account number 00176355. 

 using the link via the Archdiocese (archedinburgh.org) online secure ‘donate’ links  
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HYMN CORNER 
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REFLECTION 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY (TILL 25TH) 

THE THEME THIS YEAR IS “ABIDE IN MY LOVE AND YOU SHALL BEAR MUCH FRUIT”.  

 

It is based on John 15:1-17 and was chosen by the monastic community 

of Grandchamp. It expresses that community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation 

and unity in the church and the human family. 

Watch the moderator of the Church of Scotland and Archbishop Cushley’s 

message at https://archedinburgh.org/watch-moderator-and-archbishops-message-for-week-

of-prayer/ and the local message by the Dunfermline Church Community at 

https://youtu.be/9eLtYAlyXTY 

There are other resources at https://archedinburgh.org/event-week-of-prayer-for-christian-

unity/?fbclid=IwAR0ZPGx_PyMG2721-cC8RPjZLp4aBoPpe-yIa887S9GmAaflJo3Da2PbuVE 

 

Blessing 

 Be one, so that the world may believe! Abide in God’s love, go into the 

world and bear the fruits of this love. 

 May the God of all creation, fill us with all joy and all peace in faith, so 

that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

 Amen. 

 

Reflection 

 

Our spiritual well-being is as important as our physical well-being. In the past year 

both of these have been seriously challenged: the COVID-19 pandemic has 

caused us to be careful about our own health, taking precautions such as washing 

hands and wearing facemasks and maintaining social distance. Some of us have 

been ill or have lost someone close to us. Meanwhile the working lives of many 

have been disrupted and families kept apart, often at huge personal cost. Perhaps 

it has made us all more anxious about our health and more aware of our 

vulnerability. At the same time church buildings have been closed and worship has 

been taking place online. Opportunities to worship and pray together have been 

seriously curtailed. We may well be feeling a sense of isolation from God as well as 

our neighbour. 

The period of lockdown that we have lived through has caused us to take a step 

back to think again about our priorities and the things and people that we value, 

that make our lives whole. The long periods of absence from extended family and 



Hymns reproduced under One License A-730134. All rights reserved. 

Year B  

11 

 

friends, and the inability to share a meal together or celebrate a birthday or a 

wedding, are examples of this.  

When it comes to our spiritual life, what is it that is most important for our well-being? 

As Church life was to a large extent paused for the first time for most people, what 

does it mean to be part of the one Church, the Body of Christ when all we see of 

our sisters and brothers are on the screen of a laptop?  

When the World Council of Churches and the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity 

invited the sisters of the Community of Grandchamp in Switzerland to produce the 

material for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity for 2021 they could not have 

foreseen the pandemic and its impact. Yet the Sisters of Grandchamp have offered 

us something uniquely precious: an opportunity to engage with a form of prayer 

that is both very ancient and yet at the same time so apposite for our times. The 

ancient rhythm of prayer found in many religious orders and their traditions teach us 

that when we pray, we pray not just on our own or with those who share the same 

physical space, but with the whole Church, the Body of Christ, of Christians in other 

places and in different times.  

This rhythm of prayer, with its traditional forms of structure, hymns and psalms and 

perhaps most importantly, silence, might well be an important gift from the ancient 

Church to the Church of today struggling with pandemics and lockdowns and 

more widely with some of the serious challenges that our world faces, most 

particularly climate change, racism and poverty. This tradition of prayer and 

spirituality, despite the things that hurt and separate us, invites us into shared prayer 

and silence together. Surely a most precious gift in troubled times. Come with us this 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and enter into a place of community and 

blessing.  

Simply “be” in this place and be carried by the prayer and the reality that it is God, 

in Christ and through the Holy Spirit, who carries us and accompanies us.  

Always. 

Bob Fyffe, General Secretary, Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 

Prayer 

Thrice-holy God, we thank you for having created and loved us. 

We thank you for your presence in us and in creation. 

May we learn to look upon the world as you look upon it, with love. 

In the hope of this vision, may we be able to work for a world where justice and 

peace flourish, for the glory of your name. Amen. 
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OTHER EVENTS 

COUPLES’ RETREAT 

Married and engaged couples are invited to a Valentine’s retreat! It 

features specially prepared video reflections from Canon John Udris, 

Spiritual Director at St Mary’s College, Oscott (Birmingham), to help you 

grow together in Faith. It takes place on Zoom and last 90 mins. 3:00pm, 

Saturday 13 February. Free event organised by the Archdiocesan 

Marriage Commission. Register now at bit.ly/CouplesRetreat2021 

 

FUNERAL MASS OF BISHOP TARTAGLIA 

The Funeral Mass for Archbishop Philip Tartaglia was livestreamed from St Andrew’s 

Cathedral, Glasgow, and is available to view on Youtube at: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tS6rtYC0DhM&t=289s   

Please continue your prayers for the repose of the Archbishop’s soul and for the 

comfort of his family. 

 

LOURDES 2021 

Preparatory work for organising a Pilgrimage normally starts around January.  Given 

that we are now into the new year, the Pilgrimage Committee felt that it was time 

to make a decision in relation to Lourdes 2021.   

The committee met (online) recently and a full discussion took place taking into 

account a range of views, including information from our medical professionals, 

and they are sorry to have to advise you that a decision was taken to cancel the 

2021 Pilgrimage. 

The reasons for deciding to cancel include factors such as the current position with 

the virus (and likely progression), the vulnerability of many pilgrims, and the impact 

on the NHS and healthcare/clinical staff. 

 

We are sure that this decision will be a big disappointment – but perhaps not a 

surprise, given the current situation.  We do however feel that this is the right 

decision in the circumstances. 

 

We look forward to the day when it is safe for the Pilgrimage to take place and 

when we gather in Lourdes again. 
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Virtual Pilgrimage 

Given that the ‘physical’ Pilgrimage has been cancelled, we plan to put together a 

virtual Pilgrimage for the week when we would have been in Lourdes – similar to 

2020.  More information will follow nearer the time. 

We are also aware that there would have been events taking place prior to the 

Lourdes Pilgrimage, and so we are already planning an initial programme of 

virtual events for January, February and March 2021.  These are detailed below: 

January 

There will be a Zoom Quiz on Saturday 23 January 2021, 7.30pm - more details to 

follow. 

February 

From Friday 6 February to Saturday 13 February we plan to offer supporters an 

opportunity to experience the Virtual Pilgrimage again. This will lead into the Mass in 

honour of Our Lady of Lourdes (online) on Sunday 14 February. 

March 

Saturday 27 March: "Big Night In" - virtual evening of entertainment. 

To access events go to https://www.edinburgh-lourdes.com/virtualpilgrimage/ 

 

JOB VACANCY 

The Edinburgh Jesuit Centre is looking for a Finance Administrator/Accountant. 

You will be responsible for managing the accounts of the Jesuit 

Community, Edinburgh Jesuit Centre and Sacred Heart Parish, Edinburgh. 

 For full job description go to https://archedinburgh.org/wp-content/uploads/Job-

description-Finance-Administrator.pdf 

 To apply, email CV and covering letter to: sacredheartfinance@jesuit.org.uk  

 Deadline: Friday 12 February 2021. 

Good luck! 

 

RIGHT TO LIFE GROUP APPEAL 

The Scottish Government is currently deciding on whether to make the temporary 

measure allowing ‘DIY’ home abortions in Scotland permanent. Since home 

abortions were temporarily allowed, a number of significant problems have put the 

lives and health of many women in danger. 

It is vital that as many people as possible contact their MSPs to ask them to write to 

the First Minister and other relevant ministers laying out the serious dangers with ‘DIY’ 

home abortions, and ask them to ensure that the temporary order allowing ‘DIY’ 

home abortion is revoked as soon as possible and not made permanent. 

Right To Life UK have set up an easy-to-use tool which makes it simple to contact 

your MSPs in less than one minute. This tool can be accessed by visiting the link 

www.righttolife.org.uk/notodiyabortion 

https://edinburgh-lourdes.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9b7b8c82ae378c7007336300c&id=9b1edc7bc2&e=d7fe3e826a
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THE LAST WORD… 

 

…from Father Isaac 

 

REPNETANCE: A CALL TO BE ON GOD'S SIDE. 

 

As the president of America, Abraham Lincoln was faced with many 

challenges. One day, a friend came to console him and said: I hope 

that the Lord is on our side." Lincoln however, replied that this was not 

his hope. Everyone was amazed! Then he went on to say: "I am not at 

all concerned about that, for we know that the Lord is always on the 

side of the right. But it is my constant anxiety and prayer that I and this 

nation should be on the Lord's side". Everyday, so many sides of life are 

presented before us, we have the side of the flesh, that of wealth, that 

of satan and that of the kingdom of heaven. Each has amazing 

promises and pleasure attached to it. Which side do you belong? Like 

Abraham Lincoln, I pray we remain on the side of God who has already 

called and chosen us. Amen.  

 

In today's gospel the Lord Jesus is calling us to repentance asking that 

we tow the path of God because his kingdom is at hand. If we have 

become engrossed in this material world and have stopped 

collaborating with God to realise his Kingdom initiated by Christ, we are 

invited to repent and change.  

 

Repentance which is the determination to change our lives positively 

has something to do with detachment. It is doing away with the toxins 

hindering our spiritual life, that is those things that are negatively 

affecting our relationship with God.  

 

Unnecessary attachment to the things of this world has made many to 

loose their vision of heaven. Consequently, Paul urges us today never to 

be attached to the things of this world. Those who have to deal with 

the world should not be engrossed in it, because this world is passing 

away". (Cf. 1Cor. 7:31) 

 

As Christians we are to live this life to the full but we must never forget 

our ultimate goal which is the kingdom of God. As we carry out our 

daily responsibilities such as paying mortgage, feeding and educating 

children, attending to civil responsibilities and business, we must also 
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respond to God's voice coming through the mouth of the poor, the 

lonely. the forgotten and the homeless. In our search for riches we must 

not lose the things which money can not buy. 

 

Our life is precious, our relationships and marital commitment are 

important but the salvation of our souls is key and of utmost important 

compare to every other thing. Therefore, nothing on earth none 

beneath the earth and none in the underworld should ever separate us 

from the love of God. (Cf. Rom.8:35-39) 

 

In truth, so many things we involved ourselves have separated many of 

us from God or have weakened our relationships with God. These 

amongst many others are: keeping unhealthy relationships, excessive 

pursuit of wealth, ego-centricism, idolatry etc. We must let them go so 

that Christ can have his way in our lives. To repent is to change. 

"Repentance is changing our perspective to God's perspective. It is 

reviewing our gifts, obligations, opportunities and activities in the light of 

God's kingdom. It is turning more and more away from selfishness, 

laziness, prejudice, stubbornness, greed and possessiveness". (Vima 

Dasan) 

 

A change of attitude towards the world would make us better disciples 

of Christ. This change should be immediate never to be delayed  

because we do not know what the next moment holds for us. The 

disciples quickly responded to the call of Jesus by leaving everything; 

family tie and property to follow Jesus. The same was true of the people 

of Nineveh whom Jonah preached to. If we do not let them go now, 

one day, a day we do not know,  we will be forced to leave them. 

"Naked we came into this world, naked we shall return" (Cf. Job.1:21) 

 

 

Stay safe,  

Remain Blessed,  

Happy Sunday to you. 

 

Fr Isaac. 
 


